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INTRODUCTION

The South African Equestrian Federation (SAEF) through VASA will qualify and select athletes to
represent South Africa at the 2025 Junior World Vaulting Championships to be held in Stadl
Paura, Austria from 30 July to 03 August 2025.

This document details the Selection Process that will be followed by VASA and the National
Vaulting Selection Panel in the selection of the athletes to compete at THE JUNIOR WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025.

OBJECTIVE

Whilst the primary objective of participating at the Junior World Vaulting Championships is to
achieve the best possible results (squad, Pas de Deux and individual), the SAEF and VASA has also
set the following secondary objectives for participating at these Championships.

To streamline and document the administrative, logistics and selection processes for participating
at major international events such as the World Equestrian Games and World Championships.

To benchmark the performance level of FEI equestrian vaulting in South Africa against the level of
other nations, to establish the base level for long term development plans etc.

To allow the athletes, support teams and officials of Team South Africa (Team SA) to interact with
their peers from other nations.

The Selection Process to be followed by VASA and the National Selection Panel will select the
athletes who will best achieve the primary and secondary objectives.

ELIGIBILTY FOR SELECTION FOR THE VASA TEAM SOUTH AFRICA

For the athlete to be eligible for selection for Team SA they must, at the
commencement of the selection process (i.e. Expression of Interest deadline date):

Be a South African citizen.

Be the holder of a valid and current South African passport. Must meet the requirements
necessary to obtain a valid Schengen Visa for the duration of the Junior World Vaulting
Championships 2025.

Be eligible to compete for South Africa as per FEIl regulations Art 119

Age of individual, Pas de Deux and squad athletes will be as per FEl vaulting rule article 702.

Be a registered member of a South African vaulting club.

Be a current member in good standing of VASA and the SAEF.

Satisfy the FEI Vaulting discipline specific minimum eligibility and qualification criteria. Attend and
participate in training clinics and camps as notified in writing, unless a written exemption has
been granted by VASA, in response to a timely written request from the athlete for an
exemption.



For the selection period (1 January 2024) preceding the commencement of the Junior World Vaulting
Championships 2025 not have used, administered, or allow to be administered any substance that, if
it had been detected as being present in the Athlete’s or Horse’s body tissue or fluids, would have
constituted a positive drug violation as defined by the South African Institute for Drug-Free Sport
(“SAIDS”) and/or the World Anti-Doping Agency (“WADA”), and/or the SAEF Anti-Doping Policy,
unless such medication was necessary and administered by a veterinarian or medical practitioner
and was duly recorded and the required authorities notified.
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Demonstrate to the satisfaction of VASA that they are not suffering any physical or mental
impairment that would prevent them from competing at the Junior World Vaulting
Championships (2025) to the highest possible standard, including the passing of a medical
examination to the satisfaction of a suitably qualified medical practitioner appointed by VASA.
Have signed the SAEF National Athletes Agreement.

Have acted at all times during the qualifying period (i.e. from 1 January 2024), up to and during
the event (Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025) in such a manner so as to not bring the
athlete, VASA or the SAEF into public disrepute or censure.

Demonstrate consistency in show attendance and final scores.

At all times act as a good ambassador for the sport. This includes personal conduct as well as
consideration towards the horse’s well being and best interests.

Satisfy any additional preconditions advised in writing to the athlete by the SAEF or VASA prior to
or at the time of selection for Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025 Nominated Entries.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

In the event of any form of dispute, the athlete is to follow the dispute resolution process as per
the constitution of SAEF and VASA that the athlete is a member of.

Only when all the dispute resolution processes of the athlete’s Vaulting Association have been
concluded may the matter be escalated to the SAEF by the athlete.

A horse owner, coach or lunger may not raise any form of dispute with the SAEF or its members.

The VASA Constitutions are subordinate to the SAEF Constitution.



SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE FEI JUNIOR WORLD VAULTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

OVERVIEW

The following document outlines the selection policy, process and timeline that will be followed in order
that the National Vaulting Selection Panel with approval from the National Executive Council will fairly
and transparently select athletes that will achieve the best possible results in a squad, pas de deux
and/or individual capacities at the FEI Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025.

DEFINITIONS

ATHLETE

EOI

FEI

COMPULSORY EVENT

MQC

NEC

NOMINATED EVENT
PAS DE DEUX

SAEF

SQUAD

SELECTION PROCESS
SELECTORS

VASA

VASA CONTINGENT

VASA TEAM

Vaulter

Expression of Interest

Federation Equestre Internationale

An official selection event where all athletes eligible for selection MUST
compete to be considered for selections.

FEI Mandatory Qualification Criteria as per FEl Vaulting rules

National Executive Committee

An official selection event where athletes may participate.

Combination of 2 vaulters.

South African Equestrian Federation

Team of 6 vaulting members and 2 reserves

The VASA Team selection process will be published on 16 January 2025

The appointed selectors of VASA

Vaulting Association of South Africa

The Short list of athletes who remain in consideration for the final
selections.

The VASA Team may consist of up to 3 individual male athletes + 1 reserve
(Junior), 3 individual male athletes + 1 reserve (Young Vaulter), 3 individual
female athletes + 1 reserve (Junior), 3 individual female athletes + 1
reserve (Young Vaulter), 2 Pas-de-Deux (2 vaulters each) + 1 reserve Pas-
de-Deux (2 vaulters) (Junior) and 1 squad comprising 6 athletes + 2
reserves (Junior).



SELECTION PROCESS TIMELINE

Results from the Provincial and National Championships of 2024 will be considered by
the selectors.

1 January 2024 FEI qualification Period commenced

31 October 2024 Deadline for submission of Expression of interest forms
31 October 2024 VASA Selection Process Document published

31 March 2025 Deadline for Submission of signed Athlete agreement
January 2025 Nominated Event Gauteng

February 2025 Nominated Event Gauteng

March 2025 Nominated Event Gauteng (CVI)

May 2025 Compulsory Selection Gauteng, OR

May 2025 Compulsory Selection KZN

MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ATHLETE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR SELECTION

FOR THE VASA SA TEAM FOR THE FEI JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

To be cons

idered for selection for the VASA team SA, athletes must be eligible for selection in terms of

the SAEF and VASA criteria and must meet the FEI qualifying criteria within the published timelines. The
VASA eligibility criteria are:

1.

w

All athletes must meet the published SAEF Team SA eligibility criteria, except if the VASA
Exceptional Circumstances is applied by the Selection Committee.

All athletes must complete and submit to VASA an EOI form by 31 October 2024

All athletes must be registered with a club, VASA and the SAEF.

All athletes must be fully paid up and members in good standing with VASA when EOI forms
are submitted. This includes all payments for expenses and/or deposits requested by the
SAEF/VASA relating to the FEI Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025.

All athletes must submit a signed and completed SAEF Athletes agreement to VASA by the

31 March 2025.

Junior Individual, Pas de Deux age group 14 — 18 and squad athletes age group until 18 years
of age.

Young Vaulter Individual age group 16 — 21.

Junior Individual, Pas de Deux and Squad athletes must currently compete (i.e. at
commencement of the selection process) in either 1*) or 2*) as per the FElI and VASA
qualification requirements.

Young Vaulter Individual athletes must currently compete (i.e. at the commencement of the
selection process) in either 2*) or 2*YV.



10. All Athletes who have completed and submitted their EOlI form will automatically be
considered for all available selections (i.e. Individual, Pas de Deux and Squad) until the end of
the Final selection show.

SELECTION PANEL

e The NEC of VASA will appoint all selectors.

e The selectors will have knowledge and experience to effectively select individuals, Pas de Deux and
squads.

e They will be free of vested/conflict of interest.

e Aregister of all EOl forms received will be maintained by the Head of the selection panel and made
available on request.

e Refer to the VASA website (www.vaultingsa.co.za) for details of the current VASA National Selection
Panel.

GENERAL SELECTION PROCESS CONDITIONS

At all times throughout the selection process, all athletes must:

1. Be able and willing to undertake training and competition programs recommended by the
selection panel after consultation with the athletes. A written exemption may be granted by
VASA in response to a timely written request from the athlete for an exemption. Such exemption
may be granted at the sole discretion of the VASA NEC.

2. Be willing to make their horses available for examination at a time and location reasonably
requested by the Selectors and the nominated FEI vet (South Africa) recommended by said
Selectors.

3. Athletes must be willing and available for dope testing by Drug Free Sport SA at a time and
location reasonably requested by the National selection panel.

4. Provide to VASA accurate and up to date international results (scanned copies of original score
sheets) and information on completion of any international events falling within the VASA
selection process timeline.

5. Satisfy any additional preconditions advised in writing to the athlete prior to or at the time of
selection to the VASA team.

6. Notify VASA should the athlete suffer any physical or mental impairment that would prevent
them from competing at the Junior World Championships to the highest possible standard.



SELECTORS EVALUATION PROCESS

In evaluating the performances of the Individual athletes, Pas de Deux or Squad, the selectors will
consider and have discretion to place a greater emphasis on one or more of the following when
considering the selection of Individuals, Pas de Deux or Squad:

1. The Selectors may at their sole discretion place greater emphasis on performances at
championship events when the Individual, Pas de Deux or Squad athletes are competing at a
higher level of stress and pressure, which would show their ability to compete under similar
conditions at World Vaulting Championships.

2. The general conditions under which the performance was achieved, such as the relative quality
and number of competitors, weather conditions and unexpected circumstances.

3. Placing in any head-to-head performance will be considered but will not automatically position
one Individual, Pas de Deux or Squad above another when considered for selection.

4. Competition based factors will be taken into consideration when assessing the Individual, Pas de
Deux or Squad performance.

5. These include, but are not restricted to:

e The performance of the individual, Pas de Deux or squad relative to the quality and
number of competitors in the event.

¢ The experience/qualification level of the judges on the Ground Jury

e The quality of the vaulting by an athlete

e The general conditions under which the performance is achieved, such as the weather
and external conditions.

e Technical as well as artistic performance will be taken into consideration as an indicator of
the athlete’s level of expertise.

6. Other factors that will be considered:

e The ability of the Individual, Pas de Deux or Squad to perform under the stress and
pressure of a World Championship level event.

e The ability of the athletes to contribute towards an effective team environment.

e The demonstrated ability and sportsmanship of all the athletes indicating that they will be
good ambassadors for South Africa.

e The results achieved in compulsories at any of the Nominated and Compulsory events and
the consistency of these results with some improvements seen towards the end of the
selection time period.

7. The final scores of each performance will be taken into consideration but will not be the deciding
factor for selection.

8. The athlete’s physical health and fitness when competing in any of the selection shows.

9. The results of International CVI2*) and CVI2*YV events will be considered in place of a South
African nominated event, only if the athlete/s have achieved a min score of 6.5 final score (in
round 1 for juniors and final score for young vaulters). Results (scanned copies of original score
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sheets and video) must be submitted to the VASA National selection panel within the VASA
selection specified time period.

10. Vaulters, in possession of a South African passport, looking to qualify from outside South Africa
need to compete either at the SA Championship or a nominated/compulsory event in South
Africa within the selection period.

The selection made by the National Selection Panel will be final when ratified by the VASA NEC
and approved by SAEF.

VASA TEAM SHORT LIST

To be considered for the VASA Team short list, an athlete/s must by the 30 April 2025 have qualified to
do so in terms of the qualifying criteria detailed in the table below and have satisfied the following
conditions.

The VASA Team Short List will be a maximum of:

6 Individual females (Junior) and

6 Individual females (Young Vaulter) and

6 Individual males (Junior) and

6 Individual males (Young Vaulter) and

4 Pas de Deux (Junior) combinations and

2 Squads of up to 8 members (includes 2 reserves) (Junior)

Individual athletes, Pas De Deux and Squad must have competed and be competing in 2*J or

2*YV (just for Individuals) at all nominated selection events.

e |ndividuals must have competed at one of the three published, official, nominated selection
events by the 30 April 2025 in 2*) or 2*YV and achieved a minimum final score of 6.5 (in round 1
for juniors and final score for young vaulters).

e The Pas de Deux Junior vaulters must have competed at one of the three published, official,
nominated selection events by the 30 April 2025 in 2* and achieved a minimum score of 6.5 in
any 1 round together as a Pas de Deux.

e The Squad does not require any FEI qualifications but will be required to meet the VASA selection
criteria requirements of (minimum score of 6.5 in the 1st round (compulsory + freestyle) at one
of the three listed nominated selection events by the 30 April 2025.)




JUNIOR AND
YOUNG VAULTER
SHORT LIST

INDIVIDUAL

SQUAD

PAS DE DEUX

Must have competed in
Junior (2*) or Young
Vaulter (2*) at one of the
nominated listed events by
the 30 April 2025

Achieve a minimum final
score of 6.5 at one of the
nominated listed events by
the 30 April 2025.

(in round 1 for juniors
and final score for young
vaulters)

Must have competed in Junior
(2*) at one of the nominated
listed events by the 30 April
2025

Achieve a min score of 6.5 in
the 1st round (compulsory +
freestyle) at one of the
nominated listed events by
the 30 April 2025

(Al members of the squad
entered in any of the selected
events must have performed
the compulsories including the
reserve)

Reserve vaulters must have
performed compulsories in at
least one of the nominated
shows.

Must have competed in Junior
(2*) at two of the nominated
listed events with the same 2
vaulters by the 30 April 2025

Achieve a minimum score of
6.5in any 1 round at one of
the nominated listed events
by the 30 April 2025

The VASA Team SA Short List will be announced on the 02 May 2025.




VASA TEAM FINAL SELECTION

To progress to the final selection for VASA Team SA, the athletes, must, by 31 May 2025 have qualified
to do so in terms of the qualifying criteria detailed in the tables above and have satisfied the conditions
attached thereto.

To be considered for the final selection, all athletes, (individual, Pas de Deux and Squad) must compete
in the Compulsory event, that being, the Graded Selection Event in Gauteng OR KZN in May 2025.
The Final team selections will be announced by 15 June 2025.

INDIVIDUAL SQUAD PAS DE DEUX
Must compete In Junior or | Must compete in Junior (2*) Must compete in the
JUNIOR Young Vaulter (2*) at a at a compulsory event. compulsory event with
AND compulsory event Reserve vaulters must have the same 2 vaulters
YOUNG performed compulsories in at | from the shortlist
VAULTERS least one of the nominated
FINAL LIST shows.

The VASA team selection will be considered together with the FEI minimum qualifying requirements as
well as the South African selection criteria.

INDIVIDUAL PAS DE DEUX
JUNIOR 1 x 6,5 in the 1st round at a 1 x 6,5 in the 1st round at a
QUALIFYING CVI 2*, CVIJ 2* or a final CVI 2*, CVIJ 2* or a final
EgﬁU'REMENTS score at Championship score at Championship
CHAMPIONSHIP

INDIVIDUAL PAS DE DEUX
YOUNG 1 x 6,5 in final score at CVI N/A
VAULTER 2*, CVI 3*, CVI 4* CVI] 2* or
QUALIFYING CVIYV 2*or at Championship
REQUIREMENTS
FOR
CHAMPIONSHIP
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PLEASE NOTE

1. The lungers do not form part of the selection process. The selected athletes will nominate their own
respective lungers (maximum 1 lunger per Individual athlete, 1 lunger per Pas de Deux combination,
and 1 lunger per Squad)

2. Horses do not form part of the selection process. The selected athletes will nominate their own
respective horses (1 horse per individual athlete, 1 horse per Pas de Deux combination, and | horse
per Squad)

3. Video footage of the Hired horses to be used for the Individual, Pas de Deux and squad must be
submitted to the selectors as this will be taken into consideration for selection.

4. It is the responsibility of the selected athletes to source and hire lungers and/or horses for the
preparation prior to, and for the duration of the Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025.

5. All expenses and associated risks relating to the hire of lungers and/or horses together with the
athletes own expenses are for their own account. Neither VASA nor SAEF will reimburse the athlete
for any of these expenses.

ATHLETE APPEALS RELATING TO THE SELECTION PROCESS

The Selection Committee’s decisions are final.
Appeals concerning the non-selection of Individuals (Juniors and Young Vaulters), Pas de Deux or Squads

for the VASA Team will be heard by the VASA appeal committee in accordance with the VASA/SAEF
Constitution. The ONLY grounds for appeal will be a breach of the published Selection Process/Policy.

Only athletes (or their legal guardians/parents of their behalf) may appeal their non-selection. Coaches,
Lungers or Horse Owners may not appeal any decision.

An athlete must lodge their notice of intention to appeal in writing with the National Executive
Committee within three (3) working days after the date of the announcement of the final VASA Team.

SUBSTITUTION/REPLACEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS, PAS DE DEUX OR SQUAD

If prior to the final selection of the VASA Team

1. Up until the announcement of the short list, if one member of a Pas de Deux is injured, they may
be replaced with another individual or Pas de Deux athlete, provided such replacement athlete is
eligible and qualified in terms of the FEI and VASA Selection process for the Junior World Vaulting
Championships 2025. They must compete together as a pair in at least 1 nominated event and
the final Compulsory event.
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If subsequent to the final selection of the VASA Team

1. In the opinion of the Selectors, after due consideration and in consultation with the VASA
National Executive Council, there has been a loss of form or fitness by an Individual or Individuals,
Pas de Deux combination (s) or Squad or

2. An athlete (s) contravenes either /any of the Athletes Agreement, FEI, SAEF, or VASA rules,
policies or Constitution.

The Individual athlete/s, Pas de Deux or Squad may be replaced by another Individual athlete/s, Pas de
Deux or Squad, provided such replacement athlete(s) is eligible and qualified in terms of the FEI and
VASA Selection process for the Junior World Vaulting Championships 2025.

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES

In exceptional circumstances, the Selectors may advise an athlete in writing that the Selectors will waive
the requirement to compete at a Nominated or Compulsory event, including the previous SA
Championships.

Exceptional circumstances may include, but are not limited to:

e A situation where external factors impact upon the ability of an individual, combination or squad to
compete in or complete the Nominated/Compulsory event.

e The cancellation or postponement of a Nominated/Compulsory event.

® Injury or illness of an athlete that does not impact on their ability to compete at the Junior World
Vaulting Championships 2025. Proof in the form of X-rays, test results and doctor’s certificate to be
provided to the Selectors. The selectors may require that a second opinion be obtained from a
medical practitioner nominated by the Selectors. The cost relating to such second opinion will still be
for the athlete’s own account.
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